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Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,

Each year the Executive Directors of Archdiocesan De-
partments present a brief summary to you, the people of the 
Archdiocese of Mobile, regarding the various archdiocesan 
ministries they coordinate. I hope these summaries, as well 
as “The Catholic Week” news 
coverage throughout the year, 
give a glimpse of the life of faith 
in our archdiocese. Together we 
seek to serve God and neigh-
bor by proclaiming the word of 
God faithfully, worshiping God 
worthily and serving the needs 
of neighbor.

I would like to draw particular 
attention to three statistics from 
this report. First, 105 adults were 
baptized into the Church and 
209 baptized Christians were 
received into full communion with the Church. In other words, 
not counting infant baptisms, 314 people became Catholic 
during this past year. Second, 1,010 background checks were 
completed as part of our Child Protection eff orts. The great 
majority of these were volunteers. In other words, over 1,000 
more volunteers became active in the ministries of the Church. 
These two items refl ect both the vitality of our parishes in 
attracting members and in the willingness of you to become 
involved in the life of your parish. Third, enrollment in Cath-
olic schools increased. This refl ects both the excellence of the 
education and formation in our schools and a confi dence that 
school leadership guided the schools during the pandemic in 
an outstanding fashion.

At the same time, these statistics also show the aff ect the 
pandemic has had upon the life of our Archdiocese. Our clergy 
and parish leaders have been exemplary in making certain that 
our parishes have remained alive during this time of Covid. 
However, we need now to strengthen our ministries in those 
areas that have been impacted.

Thank you for your support of this part of the Family of 
God which is the Archdiocese of Mobile. God is good to us 
and showers blessings upon us. May we be grateful for His 
gifts and use His blessings to further the good work to which 
God has called us: the salvation of souls.

May God bless you and your loved ones.

Sincerely in the Lord,

Most Reverend Thomas J. Rodi
Archbishop of Mobile

LETTER FROM 
THE ARCHBISHOP

2021 HIGHLIGHTS

2021QUICK STATS
Catholic Population ........................................................................... 85,940 .................... 86,697
Students in Catholic Schools ............................................................... 6,482 ......................6,344
Students in Religious Education classes ............................................. 2,912  ......................3,419
Priests resident in the archdiocese ......................................................... 110 ......................... 115
Seminarians ............................................................................................. 10 ........................... 21

SACRAMENTS
Baptisms .................................................................................................842 ...................... 1,012
Adult Baptisms ....................................................................................... 105 ......................... 118
Received into Full Communion .............................................................209 ......................... 211
First Eucharist ........................................................................................948 ...................... 1,122
Confi rmations ........................................................................................ 787 ......................... 935
Marriages ............................................................................................... 214 ......................... 279
Funerals .................................................................................................. 529 .........................688

Background checks for Child Protection Program ..............................1,010  ........................ 547
Total number of background checks since 2002 ..............................  29,049 .................... 28,039

• Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos Parish in 
Spanish Fort, the youngest parish in the 
Archdiocese of Mobile, broke ground 
on a parish hall. The facility, which was 
dedicated in April 2022, became the 
parish’s home for Mass. Sunday Mass had 
been celebrated at Prodisee Pantry since 
the parish’s inception in 2018.

• Young people from parishes throughout the 
Archdiocese of Mobile took part in Arch 
Mob Youth Fest, an online program that 
was held in lieu of the annual in-person 
Archdiocesan Catholic Youth Conference.

• The “Rusty Cowles Fieldhouse” was 
dedicated at St. Michael Catholic High 
School in Fairhope.

• Christ the King Parish in Daphne 
celebrated the 10th anniversary of its 
Perpetual Adoration Chapel.

• St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Mobile 
celebrated its 50th anniversary.

• Damon Owens, founder of the Theology of 
the Body Institute, was the featured speaker 
for the “One Faith One Family” online 
conference, which was broadcast at parishes 
throughout the Archdiocese of Mobile.

• The renovated Seton Haven Apartments 
for seniors in Montgomery was blessed 
and dedicated.

• The faithful were able to come together 
and celebrate Easter at their parishes. 
Easter Sunday Masses in 2020 were not 
open to the public due to COVID-19.

• The documentary movie “Servant of the 
South – The Life of Bishop Michael Portier” 
was made available online for all to view.

• A new church at St. Ignatius Parish in 
Mobile was blessed and dedicated.

• Holy Spirit Hall, a retreat center for youth 
and those who serve them, was blessed 
and dedicated. The facility sits on the 
property of the original Camp Cullen in 
Battles Wharf.

• Fr. Alexander Crow was ordained to the 
priesthood.

• Archdiocese of Mobile seminarians visited 
St. Columba Parish in Dothan for the annual 
seminarian dinner sponsored by the parish 
and Knights of Columbus Council 6727.

• Nearly $100,000 was raised for seminarian 
formation at the annual Seminarian 
Summer Gala in Montgomery.

• The 85th annual ACCW convention was 
held in Orange Beach.

• St. Benedict Catholic School in Elberta 
celebrated its 100th anniversary.

• The Catholic Foundation marked a milestone 
as it received its fi rst funds 10 years ago.

• The Archdiocese of Mobile encouraged 
all to have their voices heard by 
responding to a questionnaire created 
for the upcoming Synod of Bishops. The 
questions centered around the theme 
“For a Synodal Church: Communion, 
Participation and Mission.”

• The Toy Bowl returned and raised more 
than $60,000 for CYO programs.

• Archbishop Rodi awarded the annual 
Christ the King Medal to nominated 
volunteers from parishes throughout the 
archdiocese at the annual Feast of Christ 
the King Mass. 

• St. Michael Parish in Auburn announced 
plans for a new school beginning in Fall 
2022.

2020
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Offi  ce for Development
Executive Director

Shannon Roh
Development & Stewardship

• The historic Generations of Faith Endowing our Future with 
Hope campaign exceeded its $30 million goal with 5,017 pledges 
totaling $34,302,634. As of Dec. 31, 41 percent of the total 
pledged had been collected, including over $7,700,000 in 2021.

• The Burse Club/Support Our Seminarian 2021 appeal received 
3,931 gifts totaling $340,842. 

• The annual Seminarian Summer Gala raised $112,999.
• 573 individuals donated $144,231 through #iGiveCatholic on 

#GivingTuesday to 15 parishes, schools and ministries.
• 120 gifts from individuals totaling $64,232 for hurricane, tornado 

or disaster relief were processed.
2021 Catholic Charities Appeal

• The appeal received 7,265 pledges totaling $4,832,058, with 
$4,718,437 collected from 7,144 donors, exceeding the $4.5 
million goal.

• Archbishop Rodi celebrated a private Mass every month for all 
prayer intentions submitted through the Catholic Charities Appeal. 

• 31 percent of Catholic Charities donations funds Social Service 
Ministries: Social Service Centers providing adoption services, 
aid to the poor, home repairs, emergency assistance, family coun-
seling; Ozanam Charitable Pharmacy; City of St. Jude; Edmun-
dite Missions; and Saint John XXIII Center.

• 32 percent funds Catholic Education and Youth Ministry Pro-
grams: Campus Ministry, FOCUS, Youth Ministry, Evange-
lization & Family Life, Tuition Assistance, Offi  ce of Catholic 
Schools and Religious Education.

• 10.5 percent funds Outreach Ministries: Apostleship of the Sea, 
Archangel Radio, Prison Ministry, Hispanic Ministry, and the 
Metropolitan Tribunal.

• 7.5 percent funds Aging & Disabled ministries: Deaf Ministry, 
Disabled Apostolate, Hospital Ministry, Little Sisters of the Poor, 
St. Teresa of Calcutta Program, and Mass for Homebound.

• 6 percent funds Crisis Pregnancy Resources: 2B, COPE, Mary’s 
Haven, To Be and Wiregrass Emergency Pregnancy Services.

• 3 percent funds Mission Parish Assistance, 5 percent funds Emer-
gency Funding, only 5 percent used for administration.

ARCHDIOCESE OF MOBILE DIRECTORS' SUMMARIES

Catholic Social Services
Executive Director 

Marilyn King

Offi  ce for the Protection 
of Minors and Adults
Director Ginger Koppersmith

Chancellor
Deacon

Ronnie Hathorne
• Permanent deacons renewed their ordination promises Aug. 14 

at the Cathedral-Basilica of the Immaculate Conception. The 
deacons' wives renewed their promises at the same Mass.

• The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW) annu-
al convention was held Oct. 31-Nov. 2 at Orange Beach. 

• The annual National Black Catholic History Mass was post-
poned due to COVID-19 pandemic concerns.

• The Knights of Columbus and the Knights of Peter Claver 
continued to be involved in various charitable and religious 
works throughout 2021, despite the pandemic.   

• The Apostolate of the Sea, the Catholic Maritime Ministry of 
Mobile, visited over 900 ships, transported 670 seafarers, and 
celebrated 24 onboard Masses. Its Christmas program distrib-
uted more than 550 gift bags and provided free internet access 
to 220 vessels while in port.  In response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the ministry coordinated an eff ort which resulted in 
the vaccination of 2,000 visiting seafarers. 

• Father Victor Ingalls, Deacon Ronnie Hathorne and other 
chaperones participated with Mobile area teens on the second 
Sunday of each month in open gym time, fellowship, food, 
fraternity and faith. 

• Archbishop Rodi recorded a video message for the website. It 
was posted along with a USCCB video affi  rming the commit-
ment to preventing abuse in our Church.

• Instructional videos on how to use the CMGConnect program 
for initiating background checks and trainings were made and 
uploaded to the website. 

• Independent Review Board meetings were held in May and 
November.

• OPMA participated in the summer New Priest Orientation and 
International Priest training programs. 

• Spanish translations of the Youth Travel/Activities Policy, the 
Youth Safe Environments curriculum for grades PreK -8th, the 
USCCB Charter and the Archdiocesan Child Protection Policy 
were added to the OPMA website.

• The list of Credibly Accused Clergy and Religious was updat-
ed and posted on the OPMA website.

Here are a few of OPMA’s 2021 activities by the numbers:
• 283 live trainings throughout the archdiocese
• 8,513 trained clergy, employees and volunteers are in OPMA’s 
data system
• 1,010 background checks were processed for clergy, employees 
and volunteers
• 3,633 clergy, employees and volunteers completed their annual 
retraining
• 7,487 youth were trained with the Archdiocesan Safe Environ-
ments Curriculum.          

OPMA is dedicated to the protection of all the people in the 
archdiocese and to all who serve the mission of the Catholic 
Church within its ministries. OPMA appreciates everyone’s 
commitment to the prevention of abuse and the willingness of all 
to submit to background checks and trainings. It is this commit-
ment that will provide a safe environment for those participating 
in archdiocesan activities and ministries.  

Providing Help …Creating Hope
• Catholic Social Services offi  ces in Baldwin, Clarke, Hous-

ton, Mobile, and Montgomery counties provided services to 
23,151 unduplicated persons during 2021. 

• Using a $10,000 Catholic Charities USA grant, 733 persons in 
386 households were provided fi nancial and material assis-
tance to aid their recovery from Hurricane Ida.

• A new location in Jackson was purchased in the Fall to serve 
as the permanent CSS offi  ce for Clarke, Washington, Choc-
taw, and Monroe counties.

• 706 individuals were served through 2B Choices for Wom-
en in Mobile and To Be Options for Women in Robertsdale. 
3,466 parenting classes using the “Earn While You Learn” 
curriculum were provided. 

• 596 persons received 2,486 counseling sessions in Mobile/
Baldwin Counties. 61 children in public and private schools 
in Mobile participated in the Extended Family for Kids, a 
multi-session program designed for children with an incarcer-
ated family member.  

• Dothan and Robertsdale offi  ces provided 2,096 backpacks of 
food on weekends to students identifi ed as being at nutritional 
risk. 

• 218 seniors were served through Montgomery’s St. Margaret’s 
Senior Services and Mobile’s St. Teresa of Calcutta Senior 
Ministry. 

• 277 persons were served through the Legal Immigration Ser-
vices’ staff  located in Dothan and Robertsdale.

• Catholic Deaf Ministry served 20 clients throughout the year 
by signing during Masses, providing home visits, advocacy/
support, and interpretation services on other occasions. 

• Refugee Resettlement Services resettled four Afghan refugees 
and provided social services for 107 other refugees.

• 16 home repairs for elderly and disabled clients were complet-
ed through the Home Repair Program in Mobile. 

• 258 Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners were provided for 
Mobile families in need through the Rockwell Dinner Chari-
table Giving Program.

Catholic Education
Executive Director 
Gwendolyn Byrd
Offi  ce of Catholic Schools 

• Archbishop Rodi dedicated the “Rusty Cowles Field House” 
at St. Michael Catholic High School on Feb. 24.

• Welcomed new Principal Jackie Garlock, Christ the King. 
• St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Auburn, announced St. Mi-

chael Catholic School, PreK-2nd grades, will open Fall 2022.
• School enrollment increased archdiocesan wide.
• Schools remained open and thriving amid COVID-19 out-

breaks.
Offi  ce for Evangelization and Family Life 

• Recorded the weekly Mass for Homebound in collaboration 
with “The Catholic Week.” 

• Off ered the “Be Prepared” apologetics series in several parishes.
• Recorded the “Archbishop Show” to air on Archangel Radio.
• In the process of converting an in-house library into an audio/

video recording studio.
Offi  ce of Hispanic Ministry 

• Access to San Juan Diego Formation School courses was add-
ed to the Hispanic Ministry website.

• The Archdiocesan Catechist Certifi cation program was made 
available in Spanish.

• Spanish-speaking candidates for the permanent diaconate were 
identifi ed throughout the archdiocese, with the application 
process now underway.

Offi  ce of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
• Archbishop Rodi dedicated Holy Spirit Hall, a retreat center 

for youth and those who serve them, on May 8.
• Tex Phelps became the Director for Youth and Young Adult 

Ministry in May.
• The Archdiocesan Catholic Youth Conference returned in per-

son at the Perdido Beach Resort, drawing 325 attendees.
• Search Retreats 25 and 26 brought together more than 100 

youth from across the Archdiocese.
• Focused on leadership development for youth and young 

adults.
• Participated in a civil dialogue initiative with four other dio-

ceses.

PHOTOS, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Fr. Lito Capeding celebrates 
Mass at the Cathedral-Basilica of the Immaculate Conception on May 21 in 
recognition of the National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for Mariners 
and People of the Sea.

Catholic Social Services in Mobile distributed Thanksgiving meals Nov. 
17. 

The Rusty Cowles Field House at St. Michael Catholic High School in 
Fairhope is blessed Feb. 24.

Priests serve meals during the Seminarian Summer Gala on Aug. 13 in 
Montgomery.

Archdiocese of Mobile permanent deacons renewed their promises Aug. 14.

The fi rst retreat was held July 16 at Holy Spirit Hall in Battles Wharf.

Kindergarten students at St. Michael Catholic Preschool and Kindergar-
ten in Auburn cheer Dec. 6 for the growth of their school.
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General Fund
   Twelve Months ended June 30, 2021 and 2020 

Revenues:     2021  2020
Cathedraticum  2,762,087  3,129,050 
Seminarians Burse/SOS, Collection, Gala, etc  470,660   548,213 
Seminarians Foundation distributions  268,412  258,215 
Offi  ce of Catholic School -Pupil Tax Assessments  268,853  299,773 
The Catholic Week  128,227   131,760 
Other Donations & Grants  661,118   710,497 
Rental Income  121,721   112,134 
Miscellaneous  167,844  212,535 
Total Operating Revenues  4,848,922  5,402,177 

Expenditures:
Archbishop’s Offi  ce & Residence 203,946 207,925 
Chancery & Cathedral Rectory  297,546   284,832 
Fiscal Management Offi  ce,
     Payroll & Technology  540,284   671,278 
Development & Stewardship  94,710   64,272 
Legal  197,703  248,152 
Archives  67,026   65,488 
Seminarians  1,051,687   1,077,641 
The Catholic Week  399,181  401,961 
Metropolitan Tribunal  266,536  295,519 
Offi  ce of Catholic Schools  476,078  496,076 
Fixed Assets  205,868  282,097 
Charitable Contributions  27,296   45,549 
Canon 1271/USCCB Assessment  69,799   69,348 
Bad Debt Expense  554   131,142 
Miscellaneous  246,883   276,662 
Total Expenditures  4,145,097   4,617,942
Operating Net Income  703,825   784,235

Other Items:   
Estate donation  1,235,381   -   
Investment Portfolio Gains  559,932   442,798 
PPP Loan   970,022   -   
Gain on sale of assets  500  89,853 
Bad Debt Recoveries  200,000  308,569 
Charitable Donation - 
   (Camp Cullen Inc in 2021)  (6,860,006) (173,300)
Depreciation  (139,863) (119,337)
Total Other Items  (4,034,034) 841,220 
Net Income  (3,330,209) 1,625,455 
  

General Fund 
Financial Report

Executive Director for Financial Services
Michele Manry

  These are the fi nancial results for the General Fund of the Archdiocese of 
Mobile for the years ended June 30, 2021 and June 30, 2020. The General Fund 
includes the offi  ces that provide administrative and other support services to Cath-
olic parishes, schools and ministries of the Archdiocese of Mobile. The results do 
not include Catholic Charities, Sick & Retired Priest Fund, Health Insurance & 
Benefi ts Fund, Property & Liability Insurance Fund, or the Catholic Foundation. 
  Primary funding for the General Fund is provided by Cathedraticum which is 
a 10% assessment on Parish Sunday collections and certain other income. Other 
sources of revenue include seminarian collections and fund raisers; The Catholic 
Week advertising & subscriptions; Pupil Tax Assessments for the Offi  ce of Catho-
lic Schools; rental income and other donations and grants. 
  Total operating revenues of $4.85 million declined $553,000 in 2021 largely 
due to COVID-19 shut downs. Cathedraticum experienced a 12% decline or 
$367,000 to $2.76 million. Likewise, there was a reduction in Pupil Tax Assess-
ments of $31,000 and seminarian special collections/fundraisers of $77,000. Our 
parishes and schools were greatly impacted by COVID-19 shut downs as refl ect-
ed in the revenue numbers. Expenditures also reduced $473,000 to $4.15 million. 
COVID-19 protocols allowed for a reduction in certain expenses particularly in 
light of lower revenues. Expense control measures remain in eff ect to keep costs 
as low as possible. The Net Operating Income was $704,000 as compared to 
$784,000 in 2020. 
  The fi scal year 2021 brought some one-time notable items. The General Fund 
was the benefi ciary of an Estate in the amount of $1.2 million. The Archdiocese 
of Mobile was also granted a $970,000 PPP loan that allowed all General Fund 
employees to be paid their full wages even if they were not in the offi  ce working 
due to COVID-19 protocols. The most notable item was the donation of Camp 
Cullen property and investments to Camp Cullen Inc. in the amount of $6.86 
million. This donation allowed for a separate corporation to be established to own 
the newly completed Holy Spirit Hall on the Camp Cullen property. 
  Please feel free to contact Ms. Michele C. Manry, Executive Director Finan-
cial Services, should you have any questions regarding this report.

Catholic Charities Appeal 
Twelve Months ended June 30, 2021 and 2020

These are the fi nancial results for the Catholic Charities Appeal of the 
Archdiocese of Mobile for the years ended June 30, 2021 and June 30, 2020. 
The Catholic Charities Appeal supports more than 30 Catholic ministries 
throughout the 28 counties in southern and central Alabama that comprise 
the Archdiocese of Mobile. 

Total revenues for the Catholic Charities Appeal refl ect an 8.9% reduc-
tion to $5.1 million as compared to the year ended 2020 at $5.6 million. 
The primary cause for the decline is related to COVID19. Despite the re-
duction in revenue, allocations remained stable with all ministries receiv-
ing funding to continue the ministry operation without interruption. While 
it may appear Social Services experienced a reduction in funding in 2021, 
excess funds from prior years was allocated during 2020 to provide addi-
tional funding to provide much needed assistance during the COVID19 
crisis. Likewise, Catholic Charities funds received in 2021, not related 
to a pledge, allowed for more assistance to be provided as Other Parish/
School/Ministry Support in the form of paying off  old debts or providing a 
fi nancial subsidy to aid in fi nancial stability for those ministries. Overall, 
expenses for the Catholic Charities Appeal declined $1.0 million due to 
the build-up of excess funds that were fully utilized during 2020 to assist 
in the COVID19 crisis. The Catholic Charities Appeal remains in a good 
position by properly allocating the funds raised from pledges and utiliz-
ing any excess gained outside of pledges to become a reserve and used as 
additional support as needed.

Please feel free to contact Ms. Michele C. Manry, Executive Director for 
Financial Services, should you have any questions regarding this report. 

STATEMENTS OF REVENUES 
AND EXPENDITURES

Catholic Charities Appeal 
Financial Report

Executive Director for Financial Services
Michele Manry

Revenues:     2021  2020
Catholic Charities Appeal  4,865,027  4,984,852 
Catholic Foundation distributions  229,991  571,372 
Miscellaneous  21,001  54,000 
  5,116,019  5,610,224 
Expenditures:   
Social Services 1,644,949  1,758,937 
Catholic Education & Youth Ministries  1,280,900  1,256,900 
Outreach Ministries  480,912  466,761 
Aging and Disabled Ministries  282,390  320,585 
Crisis Pregnancy Resources  69,925  69,925 
Mission Parish Assistance  572,691  90,439 
Administrative Costs of the Appeal  274,121  322,236 
Other Parish/School/Ministry Support  524,449  1,860,024 
Unpaid Pledges  131,093  196,397    
Total Expenditures  5,261,430  6,342,204 
Net Income  (145,411) (731,980)
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